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ime moves like the languid flow

of the Mekong in Champasak,

where wooden houses peek

through palm fronds against the
backdrop of the majestic Phou Kao - the
sacred mountain that the magnificent
UNESCO site of Vat Phou was built to
honor. But this sleepy riverside town, the
seat of the ancient Champasak Kingdom,
has witnessed centuries of change. And
thanks to the CHAMPA Project funded
by the French Development Agency
(AFD), many initiatives are emerging
to make the city more attractive in terms
of tourist offerings and to allow visitors
to stay longer. In particular,locals are
now receiving support to preserve and
develop the intangible heritage of the
area.

Begin in Ban Meuang Sen, where
the rhythmic thump of pottery wheels
echoes from Mr. Soulivanh's workshop
as he shapes clay into stunning Hindu
and Buddhist imagery reminiscent of
Vat Phou. Nearby, the click-clack of
traditional looms draws you to Mrs.
Khamdeng's weaving sanctuary, where
indigo-stained fingers work threads into
intricate patterns that tell stories of Lao
heritage (open daily, 1lam-2pm and
4pm-8pm).

For a sublime morning walk, follow
the Mekong's edge along a thematic trail
to Mrs. Kiewsavanh's newly renovated
basketry showroom near Meuang Kang
temple. Here, strips of bamboo are
transformed into delicate vessels, their
sweet grassy scent mingling with the
river breeze. "The CHAMPA project gave
me a proper space to store my work,"
she says, proudly showing off sticky rice
baskets that now survive the monsoon
season intact.

The mighty Mekong, once merely
admired from the shore, now invites
exploration through Anouxa Kayak
Service's guided tours (from 275,000
kip per person in groups of 5-10). Paddle
downstream from Ban Phou Ngoi, where

fishermen cast nets in the morning
light, to Champasak's center, or cross
to Don Daeng island's pristine beaches.
For those preferring more leisurely
river observations, sunset cruises with
Irrawaddy Cruise offer front-row seats
to the sun's dramatic descent behind
palm-fringed banks, to the hidden Tomo
temple on the Mekong's left bank, or
Mr. Vieng's charming homestay on Don
Daeng Island in the middle of the river.

As dusk softens the tropical heat,
the Palateu Shadow Puppet Theater
springs to life (performances Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at
8:15 pm). In a newly constructed venue
next to the tourist office, ancient tales
inspired by the Ramayana unfold
through intricate shadow puppets, their
silhouettes dancing to traditional music.
The CHAMPA project also supported the
purchase of new traditional instruments
and the training of a young generation
of artists who will take up the torch in
the future.

Champasak's renaissance extends
beyond its cultural offerings. At the AD
Learning Center, young voices practice
English and French, preparing for
interactions with international visitors.
"We're building bridges between
cultures,” explains founder Malida, as
students role-play guest interactions in
a mock hotel reception.
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Green initiatives are sprouting too.
Electric motorbikes hum quietly past
colonial-era buildings, their batteries
charging at the new station outside
Nakorn River View Guest House. Bicycle
rentals from Mr. Khemphet's shop (Ban
Phoxay) offer a slower-paced exploration
of the town's atmospheric lanes and
surrounding rice fields.

At Homemade restaurant in Ban Vat
Amat, owner Bounmee has transformed
his post-COVID restart into a culinary
education center. Here, morning cooking
classes (book through your guesthouse)
reveal the secrets of Lao cuisine, from
the perfect sticky rice to aromatic herb-
laced soups, or his specialty — naem khao,
a crispy rice salad. For simpler pleasures,
follow your nose to Mrs. Thatsanee's
morning bakery, where visitors prepare
for their day’s explorations with a belly
full of traditional Lao cakes.

In Thang Khop village, reached via a
scenic drive toward Vat Phou, a women's
collective transforms local bamboo into
contemporary bags — a testament to
sustainable craft evolution. The sound
of splitting bamboo and gentle laughter
fills the air as artisans work, their
finished products combining traditional
techniques with modern design (open
daily, 8 am-4 pm).

For sports enthusiasts, the
Champasak Sports Hall offers an
energetic counterpoint to the town's
serene atmosphere. Here, visitors can
engage in friendly yet competitive
matches of badminton, basketball, and
table tennis, adding a dynamic pulse
to their cultural exploration. Those
seeking wellness can find solace at the
Champasak Spa in Ban Nakorn or join
rejuvenating yoga classes at La Folie
Lodge on Don Daeng Island, where a
tranquil botanical garden complements
the holistic experience.

History buffs and temple lovers can
extend their stay by exploring the iconic
temples of Hong Nang Sida, Hong Thao
Tao, and That Sam Phang. These ancient
sites offer deeper insights into the rich
archaeological landscape of the region.
Exciting developments are underway
to enhance visitor experiences, with
thematic trails being developed to enrich
the interpretation of the World Heritage
site. In 2025, an interpretation pavilion
will open in Houay Sa Houa, located in
the Ancient City that dates back to the
5th century AD, complete with a new
path to observe ancient structures.

Yet even as change ripples through
this ancient town, its soul remains intact.
Here, among the frangipani trees and
temple spires, traditional life continues
its gentle pace, now enriched by the
thoughtful development of responsible
and sustainable tourism.

The CHAMPA Project continues to
weave ambitious plans for Champasak's
future, promising to enhance the visitor
experience. A comprehensive website
brimming with visitor information has

also just launched, offering travelers
a digital gateway to the region's rich
cultural landscape. Trail enthusiasts
will soon discover an expanded network
of exploration routes, including an
innovative half-day handicraft trail
threading through Champasak town
and at least two archaeological trails
around Vat Phou and the ancient city
— perfectly designed for those eager to
walk 2-3 hours and immerse themselves
in the area’s historical depths. Other
major developments promise to further
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enhance Champasak's appeal — a new
Cultural Center rises near the river, while
at Phaphin pier, renovation work heralds
the arrival of easier connections with
the far bank and destinations beyond.

Cultural infrastructure is also
receiving careful attention. The Vat Phou
Museum is slated for a comprehensive
renovation and expansion, promising to
provide deeper insights into the region's
storied past with new information
discovered by LIDAR research also on
display. Meanwhile, the library at Vat
Meuang Kang undergoes meticulous
restoration to preserve the character of
this unique structure. The city center and
its Mekong riverfront are currently being
transformed, creating new spaces for
locals and visitors to gather and connect.

Whether arriving by river cruise from
Pakse (Mr. Olaivanh: 030 9800252)
or local transport, today's Champasak
rewards those who linger. In this
transformed town, where craft revival
meets riverine charm, every temple
shadow and workshop doorway holds
stories waiting to be discovered.
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The CHAMPA Project is a collaborative
initiative involving the Vat Phou World
Heritage Site Division, Champasak
local authorities, and the EFEO (Ecole
Francaise d'Extréme-Orient), generously
funded by the French Development
Agency (AFD). With a comprehensive
approach, the project seeks to safeguard
and elevate both cultural and natural

heritage while stimulating local tourism
and community development. Through
a strategic call for proposals, the project
supports 40 local tourism initiatives,
championing responsible tourism
practices and actively preserving the
region's intangible cultural heritage.
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For more info,

visit: www.visitchampasak.com, developed by the CHAMPA
Project, for a wealth of information on visiting Champasak.
Or visit the Tourist Information Center: +856 (0) 20 94290543,
located on the square in the town center.

Getting there:
Lao Airlines flies to Pakse from

Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Siem
Reap, and Ho Chi Minh City.

For more fun, check out these festivals:
Vat Phou Festival: 10-12 February 2025
Vat That Festival: May 2025

Pheng That Festival: November 2025

GHAMPA /%, o A
7 \/ REPUBLIQUE FD
PROJECT =D e FRANCAISE

HERITAGE » TOURISM i R X AGENCE FRANGAISE
CHAMPASAK « SAVANNAKHET 7 kgalid DE DEVELOPPEMENT

ARY / FEBRUARY 2025




lguunni2o)

HEYRAUE]

&

MUSYAN UA: Wan:uidazannidanzuzimnivuasiola

esulay: wauisau
wivlae: &31g v:1id) / v Champa Project
W ua= ssussilag: lwyu n:zuzU08

Champo Meuanglao

gb“&ﬂ'r# },;f;( qur&mw f p

b 1)
LA

-
“.‘.

L mamaogLae‘ﬁUmnumbm‘imaeﬂ
293LL;J1161289°E1JLU99%U61&:’1 UoU
g23UL581J‘Eumﬂszn§)mé’gy%avmmﬂ
OUDALYILFUOY mﬂumgmywmﬂm
mgLowavmgwﬂfﬁoommUuasmzng
wLzﬂsmaoctznguwawcmmmmm

mwomwﬁmmgmagL’ijwaumwmmaueeaagmu
UNESCO Yonnmgemwsanmasuaﬂ goDeg
Lmuacumeugejuawmguaumgu Lawﬁummesgaﬂm
'waeuusw ng‘couuLgumumuUijUf)w%mw
FLOE0. wwmgu?mmumm (CHAI\/IPA) Toe
\EOSUUHJZOEJEZHQ‘Q‘]J’T saf]muwsgnwsmﬁuwmmwm
(AFD) J.J?ﬂﬂ&JEﬂﬂJ’l‘]lJmO?DLZUSR)‘@TU]LUS?’WUQ%DU
csvaomwmnagznpznznmm% (8N csa“ﬁmunmsgzrga
msagmnwmjwegumw Tuuaﬂamm?ommmj‘cm
sumuguwuauwﬁmumua wam (e Woneua
vmwuamnmaaomuuumm%megu‘cmmgw

La)umwmwsagmu caguagp%mmmomm
msgzﬁ'ﬁmmmm?mmg togazwasAEusuee]
NIVFIOV sz]ssm‘cmﬂumumJa?maﬁwsuﬁumﬂ-jmg
IRLUVIBUQ UVE WEONESUITISOIL T, 201
Tmaunmngaowmmam mﬂg'@ﬁmuawuu‘mmﬁo
zggnwznunanLmnee@:ﬂmmmguuwuLugf] 'qvogmo
Lmnﬂmu?mmqjaaugseummnmegmg NS
uaumaﬂwsoayamu%aaeﬁjmeJacaw‘ﬂmﬂm
maﬂuaammasuauaaw Yoauammcaagma
maﬂuuawonzegam (sSoudan el Bannsy,
(0E0-11:00 Tu9c2a - 2:00 Tuguag gz 4:00 Tugggag
- 8:00.1W916R9),

mﬁnmegmumﬁLmummwawaumy%memaﬁ
FIWA0LIPITTYN ) COVEULI299 Tmaugzma‘iu
N°98MWOWTELOT KIe 290ELITONNTINFIL 8
znﬂnz_"fuuﬂwzaﬂ M U9 %]omznaau Lagmgsﬂmﬂu
s0tDg9nag. HSand9nag, wdunivguaadionsna
(e naautes lndyasaaenauiuetoaan o
UonﬁuﬁmeUQngnéﬁmmu UeSUdeS9UnugaeaU
Yegdiouasanchelda. "Tmmw CHAMPA 208t90
Ysmm?mzeyioaymumawmm (HoRuseS U
VL0, " NI VY 2Joauznaaumamoyamu
wbla wsausamsu’iaunvmucmmagmavmugmgw
(H9UuIEEMWRL DR ITEINC L.

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2025



50

Yruay! 5 10 E]lJ) :agmMscaummaomnwgea Lcaoaegaeg
YUnaUNE L0 Usnmaﬂomﬂmmwmuwaumjusjcﬂnaﬂama N
&) Lcooeeng‘fnmucaﬂ Toaugvm‘wcao?ﬂmgwegmmgm HwaoSe
2ﬂU\EUZn°1C]2ﬂ£JSlJUR§)OEajmﬂEJOSllLmﬁ 231_]821’]3’]“‘11J&83L58 Irrawaddy,
nmmomsuimmauwznmsgmuauaacwmc;uucasnmammam wWau
zngci‘]w?emo“ﬁznmu‘tmug2u093mwwznwou%mammn%uwﬂ (398
Lcaaacmaasaushggogﬂu U]SJ&USﬂUIf] Lcauc?fazmumamumuaeuasgm\w
Jawondunay, wsumguoo?m?w maaam&mg&fgawzsg SN EELE
TsuauLmewsJugwcgmgogﬂuememmg Lagmgymgawm Yoecwwmfm
:JJgLé‘jmwaaﬁsummczmju

(Jorfgeaunounny, NueeauinaouseusutemidadaNg
caéa?sgavasaumnnvmﬁﬁumﬁ%mé’mé‘nﬁg (NIRLLOIRLOSUINNE
ELJJIJUE\’)WEUJF]VOIJS‘DEQU ouwo N (e (59 (09 8:15 Tugucag) umefiu

rTO S cwﬂsmoomsusmwpyﬂgmjocmﬂ
Fu, (B9cEnies agu?smo‘mwnwﬂm
93:’10 (aL WIRIESY manstwﬂaﬂegno
-eJSy cwsmvrguaaﬂuweu‘fnmﬂmausu
unmsngamﬂgUmmo zmmmg 11809 ¢
:’nmawmaszmwngumagmwuomo
JUUO Tum‘uanmvmnucg2n°iugﬁnan
msmsumaegzeg?sgcgsu 29: "Wonsa
magm‘jeacaeumavmaﬂgamﬂkum
0992 629nrT".

2vwvm?agmusvwan&f}ctamaaun
Uﬂnomo2m21miu Toeu:\)mn‘cwwmzau
t:]‘]iJSﬂ@ﬂwﬂﬂaﬂUﬂD@UCLUUﬂJUﬂ L2'j
avmwmmnccumms‘iwmmgymwuen
ES81JZJJ3’] UWESUSEOOO Unmegszost
mmouzﬂaonumswmw (Butio (Dau
Tw‘cg) Toa’«vvaoy?mmummaomumg
Lwemmmuwaﬂmowgmoweg &RE U9
99US9908 NS I0NS2IR9.

51

Hiausamautsuiwoludausosauao,
(391592998 9U807 Yul tooddnay
Twwasgydsowzoanlado tougay
‘ZU]J’]‘]EJ£51J?)1J3’1"|1JSJ1JSO°11J3’1‘11JU3Ltmf]
AN, Qi msgsJuujcmgmmﬂumn
(39 (390909990590t S USRI E)
avcﬁoLwaaoaaﬂuau2agaﬁmwmo v
Lcmceﬁmjasuaauuu WSD0UNYU U

vn:uu‘tzuznunwmsumawzawau @ cwy
wmmegmgs% ARl G,
Zn‘mZﬂ‘]lJE’]S*jﬁ’]“]iJLZUOLZUDJ’]U&OZGIOS‘]U‘IGIU
CUUsUYIY, A9gUnWRuFTO el
mﬂg‘tUmﬁSﬂmwmos)unToeuwﬂzmuwsau
Suiugamanisa ERVERT| BEEREY
‘Eanum@g“ﬂmwsuneweencmwmgmmam
©0R Gour2aluaaaiiuiles.

z’ﬁﬁwmﬂgé‘u sa0906uN99 ol
2y Uy auaougum‘wmﬂf]aowmmgm
mwu"w’omusumuemmﬂu ORI TG b
mJmemwauoocLUf]\cu‘cmznm\mmn
Me9Ru eusdodunsDaze o ul (39
mUiumef]wngmLGiumaaaoznummiu
299Uy WTnnERwVUE VY. B9,
UJ’]ZﬂSf}ZﬂJO?u\ﬁO&iﬂtﬂ@UU&)‘mﬂO?Sﬂg)Jj
nuznzmuzef]m‘tu‘mwenﬂmssn von
nugggznosian‘czmuognggznouanau vl
maﬂggumaﬂLS@OJnoasJaowwﬂanu
(ByuedonvdiudrSoguzsgwoni@a 10
Uwaqum‘uawmmgammuLguuogmu
(2ariunausen uuBiiusE T (Do,
(Sueo 8:00 Yw9cSa s80 4:00 Tugmg

sanauiignSulo L23C’)9812ﬂf]8’|8ﬂ§’1°71lmajUUD Bmauysay MESuSaiiy
m’mnumwmuuvmu‘ccmnuﬂmmsJmameﬂau@musmmwmaawaew
QNNEO9 mwouwew‘wmuwgmouommwuweg Tmmw CHAMPA 9121
mw&vzmuavmmi53avaamgmguoaemuagagaagaumwuLuagaiﬂzm
zusa,ug)vzruafmﬂwwngusu‘:ﬁmcmwnaa%msﬂmj WeSunanluszuado.




52

,uUJiJLgUf) TiszJ mwmaﬂaamtuuog
Louagsjummwu\iumgmuau NN
Guoendaua gax 88022116128390 R
irmguu L2omgms‘mgumummumay
navdionEagjngunINeIN] o9l
o —
0IIUSUVEINZAV T UL,

Te9nau CHAMPA §9SudcSudag
weugususs lneiicE LU Sosnoundy
Sadveruaenzeg e, Yoo ld
mmmaumm%zaaanawouuwmmn
Tzrmumwznaf)znja Lau‘camUvnguoay
2JJ1J81Jaunauauuwmauunmsgmo
Hwoudolo, Toemawgwaajmgow
weulaeninnegnjo cesacinrivyy
uznoooznyauymﬂawmmmw?uwwmLcmg
1. maucgznunsn?nmneﬁgU?cﬁwaoo
309 Nz oduNUED298FUNIYS9
mooitaSunauzs s inSag2099
glﬂu‘ﬁo*jﬁ aauﬁgggwmﬂgmoé&ﬁo
numcwumgau eucDogndasn ks
r,aumgm@gmJamf]miJuswamvmsn
2 ggmanﬁuﬂﬂgweg Lafngeeuseuamw
waz (o9ysau. (Funa9a9nag, ‘o

Champo Meuanglao

avwwﬁamﬁsg%mﬁ%m ﬁLﬁUbsw{ﬁ?zﬁamu
ssmLnuuwsuawmauwmunmumm mmumf)
Uummosmjuaumguzsgmowsg Harovaufian
ccznfju UﬂlﬂeﬂUHo%ﬂUﬂOE26158U3’1611J££2321J3’1€061
Dovzwaw By Boendntn , vaudoy wax U
czuaLzuuaoow,uaomam‘immumnmsgmp‘tommam
Soveueinluliuiiconao. aawmmunsn“ﬁumumu
QUag2swW CURLIOEBUNI 1R SauadnarUn
slmuacmuasn g c2qsou5y?wqwanwﬁmj
sﬂf]my‘mm La Folie Lodge EJOBULLOf] Ugwﬁaau
fngazaosigjussndy IwgosBuEindzsunay
089929 0.

Unmsangomunaeﬂsanmmonuuumooma
€aE FETIVYSIV IIWI02ENYLE02N B
oaamummao&vmwusﬂwgwcUumJaluan‘cmm
ngmggm ngmﬂocm (Y N0, e
Uswgmw 2009y Uuagzunsuausajomanuwuu
dionanysauduren eusmus‘jueeﬂwumcgmgu N
lUDdeﬂUlUU%‘?ﬁJT?C’)ﬂfJi] LUJSLUJUU‘“&)UJ’MUTU‘IJ’IUUD
znanga Toeavgwﬂvmww mnwmmammwmg
zngjsza staLgeumnuaﬂmammuwwuavon
w%“ﬁuwumuavcm 0 2025, wvcﬁoimuamu
gaaa8n0Umaslasdn fdousedo £23m3€JLU83
Uswznnnmfmﬂuaomaaom 5 douiiEunagen
stamJaau?ajmgavmzj’omvyvmusw

mf)cwumeJmLUfJogmmvagwwmmu‘wma
waguswumgu «030duganesgtiorieyuiudD

musasnLcuuioeauumwsﬁmzcmmmﬂv
mauwmmegmu?aLammgwmu 2-3
aaiug gag%ucamaummuuwmaomo
SususauLngl. NaudionsuafiSauSU
°) &9 unaudhuenRgnauciunoaugia
aw“ﬁw“ﬁmcmwsmﬂmanmwzu?m&uau
OOZﬂ“’iJ“’ZﬂG]LEU]‘ﬂmJZﬂmﬂEOIJK)”U]‘jﬂEJLE@Jij‘j
gL, Tuzvuvmnﬂwﬂuu‘;}mmsswwwum
LUumwua‘ngmmanumummﬂzajmu
Laauwamzau?ggma 0oNFLUILYIY
3 avmmgmrﬁfagmmwm (AT 009
Uﬂemgzﬂmge}mﬂgaamu

venvany, dunaulagaagnagSone
yeda g910sunoausulacugagd. &
LluwdinSoy mmm%\msumwﬁum
i~ 2vmmywmzn°ﬁmmﬂ32m3 (8992508
&]BUIJBj2QU8D&%8JQNJO§UUBmOO§ﬂO
o P s -
Sugaovavzeyiiviicngl doungaag
%“CLO?éUUTUﬂjﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬂgDZﬁU I9UNI
Inzaauadaesau LIDAR. Twmwuq]oa’m
Hwse oI niSoDegnaginagy tosy
NIWYRLVUzHF9 2000 000 WLHWTU

o

LwSUﬂJﬂSﬂaﬂRﬂ&quR)uLZU‘]u?SﬂTE]ﬂ

mymciﬁmemamcmgmeﬂ‘co Joydu, r20lana9:0e9 e waw
c’.‘fgmeaagmag‘ﬂmsumuujmuuf] Lagnimmouwumcamﬂwm
auuuaﬂau“ﬁumegnu Rz TNNeINjo Wouacdatsy way (Ssu
2s0:3auYugmariu.

ziéﬂzh%%c‘%gnLﬁmnﬂﬁoamuésgLgamcgmﬁegmma (@99
Totadi: 030 9800252) 5 GouSnYousaulugien iy, tfegdaashn
Tuzﬁmuuzwwweuma uauUwaumumsvanwmuumzwnmm
djugavnyosu. zuw?umowegLme]miJUJmLUg LaﬁUSUZﬂOJﬂf]‘]U
mmnvmwou‘cmsumuzﬁww vonruSugEwizeg e, Lgﬂaegom
Tmmnjmuu GRE U‘”C’]Zﬂﬁﬁl§2‘128f]2ﬂ83m0ﬂ”3’7‘mﬂf]‘j outdy
YUdouBegRawoudtialaDnauduly.

Ya9nau CHAMPA (JutagnauSiSu waeténausouDaznong
2~Lcwgmaagﬂumegmuuazm?aﬂ aozummgm Suaanaudnasy
megnwwegmman (e 8331‘]1J3)“I]‘]U1JCJ8§]LLZJTSZU‘]ﬂC]‘]LOiJ%%Tl
mn (EFEO) Tme‘tosumuaommaﬁﬂn CJSf]LZUSﬂﬂUUJOU]‘“lJﬂ(AFD)
Tmmuogma\mm“ﬁaammusaumu edndnsnga “ay omn
avouuavonmgoomvwvm QoUdYNILEZI0 ngémummagcsw
:JJmﬂumuznengoTwmagnu [(8SE muwomumauau Tagnauds
‘anaaayzmuayzmn?agnﬂumangaTumegnu 900U 40 Tagnauy
tﬂﬂlJEJOU]“?)ﬂOZﬂ‘]iJCﬁOSUUO&uLUU ngagcaumuuymumwyﬂg
RBLY OﬂiJﬂﬂlJZﬂSﬂU]JOU]JJE]D‘]J.JSUCjOZSU R sayuanuaucm
amznuiuuznﬂzn%magu‘ﬁo“ﬂwwwmogma

maueumwumu
mmozemugm www.visitchampasak.com,
w%?mmuwomum?oyimmu CHAMPA
Lms%vwaj2JJ1JZﬂZﬂ‘]3’12ﬂ‘]EJJ’]JQ§’]U§’]‘]iJZJ’]SﬂZﬂJO
Luagmmgm a L2‘1LU§]2U1JZH%JIJ2U1JZH8§)UUO
Lagmjycao%mjweﬂogma

Ton: +856 (0) 20 94290543,

NWAVNIY:

- L a . o
gaenauduanalnddnaunjoduty
t(Deguanigyndu TosTuasnagaan
UraSUZI0ID]I IV, Y1oJWeUn9, [JUSU
€z ISIVL.

té‘:uslan‘mq:uUetwﬁ:
QYUSOYINFN:10-12 uwa 2025
yudonao: Bosswa 2025
Quiignan: weIn 2025

EN
REPUBLIQUE
F_RANCA?SE A F D

AGENCE FRANGAISE
DE DEVELOPPEMENT

CHAMPA

PROJECT

CHAMPASAK « SAVANNAKHET

(H




